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January 18,2001
VIA HAND DELIVERY
Mr. Paul Peronard
U . S . Environmental Protection Agency
EPR-SA
999 18 t h Str e e t , Sui t e 500
Denver, Colorado 80202
VIA U.S. MAIL
Mr. Paul Peronard
U . S . Environmental Protection Agency
501 Mineral Avenue
Libby, MT 59923
Re: Libby, Montana Asbe s t o s S i t e
Dear Mr. Peronard:
Enclosed please f i n d Grace's proposed restoration p lan at the Export Plant. You
will note that Grace propo s ed to"restore" the planer bu i ld ing in very s p e c i f i c
ways, which have been discussed and approved by the tenant of the property.
Grace propo s e s to return electric power to the remaining b u i l d i n g s and otherwise
restore them to the equivalent of their prior condition, whatever that condition
may have been. The tenant does not wish to return to the Export Plant property
(other than the planer bu i ld ing), so the restoration p lan does not include a
provision for moving the tenant back onto the property.
In your December 7, 2000 let ter to Jim S t o u t , you state that Grace must obtain
approval from the landowner ( C i t y of Libby) regarding the restoration p lan in
order for EPA to approve it. EPA has no authority under a CERCLA section 106
removal action to require a PRP to gain approval of needed actions f r om third
parties.
I n d e e d , this is not the f i r s t time EPA has inappropr ia t e ly inserted third parties into
the process. Grace has made numerous ob j e c t i on s to this requirement and
maintains its ob j e c t i ons in this instance. The cleanup has been delayed by three
months and hundreds of thousands of d o l l a r s by requiring tenant approval for
relocation. The de lays in moving the tenant f r om the Export Plant far exceeded
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that for which we were able to p lan and can be traced almost entirely to the
approval authority provision in the UAO and are not attributable to Grace.
I n d e e d , Grace has made every p o s s i b l e e f f o r t to c omply with the UAO and
comple te the Removal Action activities in a t imely manner.
T h o u g h not required by law, Grace sought and obtained approval of the
restoration p lan f r om the landowner and intends to proceed in accordance with
that plan. Please review the attached p lan and provide your approval as soon as
po s s i b l e .
If you have any questions, p l ea s e do not hesitate to call.
Very truly yours,

( J .
Kenneth W. Lund
K W L : c g
Enclosure
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URS

January 5, 2001
Mr. Dan Thede
City Engineer
Libby, Montana
Re: Export Plant Restoration Plan

Projec t No. 805169
Dear Mr. Thede:
Attached please f ind the Restoration Plan for the smal l shed, warehouse, and lumber storage
b u i l d i n g at the Export Plant per your request.
[f you have any questions, p l e a s e call me at (406) 439-7032.
Sincere ly,
U R S C O R P O R A T I O N

J i m S t o u t
P r o j e c t Manager
D S / n m
a t t a c h m e n t s
c c : F i l e
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